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A SERENE HOME SUSPENDED IN FILTERED SUNLIGHT

OVERLOOKING THE VIBRANT SURF TOWN OF DOMINICAL

Location: Bahia Ballena, Puntarenas 

Date of completion: December, 2023

Client: Private

Area:  Approx 705m2

Overview
Across from the town of Dominical, nestled into the lush mountainside, 
‘Cascada de Luz’ gazes out over the surf lineup towards the distant 
horizon where whales annually rear their young. Sunrays filter through 
the roof canopy, casting a soft, dappled light over the spaces below. 
A refreshing breeze flows up through the home, carrying the scent of 
native flowers. As day turns to night, the ocean mirrors the stars above, 
and the waves rolling over the sand offer a soothing rhythm in which to 
fall asleep.
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Concept 
The home is designed to progressively highlight the wondrous ecological and topographical surroundings. As visitors arrive 
and descend the driveway, they are offered glimpses of the ocean through the trees, over the top of the house. The roof covering 
is composed of perforated panels, tinted blue to create a seamless visual transition with the ocean’s horizon. Dropping below a 
soaring overhang, visitors find themselves in a cool and protected arrival area. Here, soft light permeates through the perforated 
panels, translucent sheets, and an array of teak louvers, creating an ambiance reminiscent of a dense jungle.
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Cascada de Luz

Design
A wooden bridge suspended over a bamboo grove 
leads to the second level with a framed view of the 
sunset. Bedrooms on this level, including master suites 
on each wing, have independent balconies, bathrooms, 
and outdoor showers. The two levels are connected by 
an open staircase in a central atrium, suspended over 
a shallow extension of the pool. The social lounge and 
terrace below are enveloped by jungle on three sides 
and open to a 24-meter infinity lap pool balanced 
over a steep incline on the other. This pool connects 
indoor and outdoor spaces such as the garden, jacuzzi, 
firepit, dining room, living room, breakfast terrace, 
and barbecue area, encouraging circulation through 
the water as easily as on foot. In the evenings, the 
roof activates in reverse, allowing discrete light from 
within to pass through the perforated surface, creating 
an effect like moonlight reflecting off waves.
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Construction
Building on a steep slope presented complications but also offered the opportunity to create a more integrated experience. 
The long pool doubles as an enormous retaining element, anchoring the house against the mountainside. A major challenge 
was hiding the sizable water tanks necessary for getting through the dry season without disrupting the terrain. The solution 
was to prop them against the backside of the building pad, using that as a base for the carport on the second level. The roof 
was the most structurally acrobatic aspect of the design. It needed to appear to float lightly above the mass of the house 
while withstanding hurricane-force winds and supporting the combined weight of the solar panels and water loads. This was 
accomplished by creating a series of slender truss profiles that act together to distribute the weight evenly down narrow 
columns. The space between the trusses provided a convenient cavity for running electrical and mechanical systems, ensuring 
permanent accessibility for maintenance.
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Landscape Design
Saxe’s Landscape department in collaboration with the architecture 
team aimed to revive the original environment. The architectural 
design was developed in tandem with the landscape so that both could 
influence each other. Vegetation was integrated into all spaces, not 
just around the periphery. Planter boxes surrounding the second level 
host a cascade of vines down the sides of the house converging in the 
central atrium, bringing greenery to the heart of the structure.

The gardens and surrounding terraces are filled with a variety of 
endemic plants that help regenerate the soil. Trees provide fruit for 
animals like macaws and bats, which are a natural pest control, while 
flowers attract hummingbirds, butterflies, and bees. This creates 
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Sustainability
Sustainability was core to every aspect of the home’s design. The roof functions as a large rainwater collection and filtration 
system. The perforated panels naturally sieve out leaves and debris, keeping the downspouts clear. The dynamic roof form is 
intentionally shaped to direct rainwater into three enormous storage tanks below the carport, providing all water needs for the 
house and landscape throughout the year. The stored water acts as a thermal mass, helping regulate the indoor temperature 
of the lower level. Photovoltaic panels are dispersed between the roof panels, providing the house with autonomous renewable 
energy.

A variety of passive bioclimatic principles ensure comfort throughout the home.  Large overhangs protect against the hottest 
times of the day, and non-enclosed circulation and large openings mean less of the home needs conditioning. Elevated windows 
within the bedrooms provide cross-ventilation, significantly reducing the need for mechanical air conditioning. Materials were 
selected based on their carbon footprint, with all timber certified as coming from responsibly managed sources.
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Architecture: Studio Saxe

Landscape Design: Studio Saxe

Collaborators: CIEM, GUIDI, TEMPO Constructora

Photography: Alvaro Fonseca
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About us

Benjamin G. Saxe set up his own practice in San Jose, Costa Rica 
in 2004, with the aim of exploring our relationship with the natural 
environment through architecture. Since then, Studio Saxe has 
grown into an award-winning international practice made up of a 
multidisciplinary team, creating buildings and spaces by blending 
technological innovation with handcrafted techniques to form 
truly sustainable designs. Founded on the belief that buildings 
must connect to their landscape – whether a tropical paradise or 
a concrete jungle – Studio Saxe brings a global attitude to solve 
local problems. Ideas and techniques from around the world can 
be harnessed to benefit communities, both at home and abroad. 
Local traditions and identities are explored and developed, 
ensuring a process whereby we learn from the past and build for 
the future.

The dedicated architects and designers at Studio Saxe uncover 
new design solutions for every project, treating each building as 
an opportunity to improve methods and approaches, responding 
to specific places. Working alongside clients and collaborators, 
the studio continually seeks new forms and functions that blur 
the boundaries between natural habitats and inhabited space.
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Latin America 
Costa Rica 

San Jose
PO Box 206-1225

T: +506 4030 6053

Europe
United Kingdom

London
T: +44 (0) 203 807 6408

North America
United Sates
Los Angeles

+1 (323) 283 8233
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